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I n 168 E..c, at Pydna, a Roman army defeated the Macedonian forces
under King Perseus, spelling the end of Macedonian power in Greece,

Rome did not, however, annex Macedonia as a province; it was instead
divided into four separate republics with limited interchange between them
and with no armed forces, Livy describes the assets of each of those four
regions (by way of underlining their viability)., Of the Chalkidike, he says
that:

it possessed the celebrated cities Thessalonica and Cassandrea, as well as the
fertile and fruitful land of Pallene, and the maritime opportunities offered by
the ports of Torone, Mount Athos, Aenea and Acanthus, some facing
conveniently Thessaly and the island ofEuboea and others the Hellespont

(45.304)

The registration of Torone's harbour (or harbours?) draws attention to one of
the most important aspects of the site" Torone was a thriving seaport, with a
profitable export trade in timber, wine and probably much else1 Timber was
a particularly valuable commodity in classical antiquity2 The city was
named, said Stephanus of Byzantium, after Torone, the daughter of Poseidon,

A convenient brief history of Iorone in the classical and postclassical period can now be
found in A, Cambitoglou et at (eds), Torone I The Excavations oj 1975, 1976, and 1978
(Athens 2001), See Chapter One, 'Historical and Topographical Introduction' by A
Cambitoglou and , K Papadopoulos (pp 37-88) See also the preceding mticle by Stavros
Paspalas

2 For a general observation of the importance of timber to Athens, see P Green, Armada
from Athens (New York 1970) chapter 2 'Wheat, Timber, Gold', 11-35, see esp, 15,18-19
For far more detail on the timber trade, see R Meiggs, Trees and Timber in the Ancient
Mediterranean World (Oxford 1982) 119, 122-124, 126-130 (for Athenian interest in
Macedonian timbers); and 188-217 (for Athens' appetite for timber), From what period
Athens was engaged in seeking timber Ii-om this region is open to debate (see Meiggs, 123
24), but certainly by the fourth century, Athens can be said to be relatively dependent upon
Macedonian timber (Xenophon Hellenica 6 Lll-even if this item is offered at
secondhand and in a rhetorical context)






















